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SPORTS LEGACY INSTITUTE PROVIDED FREE ADVANCED 

CONCUSSION TRAINING FOR BERKELEY, EMERYVILLE, & OAKLAND 

COACHES 
 

Training, provided by SLI Co-Founder Chris Nowinski, Cindy J. Chang, M.D., Eric Freitag, Psy.D., & 

former NFL player Ben Lynch, kicked off the Sports Legacy Institute’s California Concussion Coalition 

initiative 

 

(OAKLAND, CA) — The Sports Legacy Institute 

(SLI), a Boston-based non-profit organization 

founded to advance the study, treatment, and 

prevention of brain trauma in athletes and other at-

risk groups, provided an innovative concussion 

education program at Skyline High School 

Farnsworth Theater on Tuesday, August 21, from 

6:30 – 8:30 PM.  

 

The presentation was delivered by SLI Co-Founder 

Chris Nowinski and coalition Co-Chairs Cindy J. 

Chang, M.D., Chief Medical Officer of the U.S. 

Olympic Team, and Eric Freitag, Psy.D., Executive 

Director of the Mt. Diablo Memory Center. The event was also hosted by former San Francisco 

49er Ben Lynch. 

 

Designed for coaches, teachers, parents, athletes, school and government officials, and concerned 

citizens, the ACT was FREE and open to the public. Coaches from the Berkeley, Emeryville, and 

Oakland Unified School District coaches were required to attend.  

 

This event launched SLI’s California Concussion Coalition, a network of local and national 

organizations united under a common mission to work in partnership to provide student athletes in 

the community with the best-in-class resources available to protect them from concussions in sports. 

The Coalition will accomplish this mission through leveraging the existing programs of Coalition 

members focused on prevention, education, assessment, management, and research. The California 

Concussion Coalition kicked off their Los Angeles presence yesterday by training all the football 

coaches in the Los Angeles Unified School District, hosted by SLI Board Member and music 

legend Billy Corgan of the Smashing Pumpkins. Over 1,000 coaches attended. 

AT A GLANCE: 

 Team of experts provided 

Advanced Concussion Training 

(ACT) for greater Oakland 

community 

 

 Held on August 21 from 6:30 

– 8:30 PM at Skyline High 

School, 12250 Skyline Blvd, 

Oakland, CA  

 

 ACT kicked off California 

Concussion Coalition 
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Dr. Cindy J. Chang said, “Whether we are caring for the U.S. Olympic Team or own children, it’s 

imperative that we educate coaches so that they know how to protect the fragile brains of youth 

athletes. Dr. Eric Freitag and I are proud to work with SLI to accelerate education and culture 

change in California.”  

 

SLI has quickly risen to prominence as a national leader on sports concussion advocacy, education, 

and research since it was founded by concussion expert Dr. Robert Cantu and Mr. Nowinski in 

2007. In 2008, SLI partnered with Boston University School of Medicine to form the Center for the 

Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy (BU CSTE) to study the long-term effects of brain trauma on 

athletes and other at-risk groups. The BU CSTE has the largest Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy 

(CTE) brain bank in the world, and SLI uses the knowledge gained from studying the brains of 

former athletes to make sports safer for the next generation.  

 

With the California Concussion Coalition, SLI hopes to honor its Legacy Donors—former athletes 

whose families have donated their loved one’s brain to research at the BU CSTE—with California 

ties. Among these donors are former San Francisco 49ers Joe Perry, John Henry Johnson, Forrest 

Blue, Tony Sorrentino, and USC Trojan Eric Scoggins, former San Diego Charger John Mackey, 

and former Los Angeles Ram and University of San Francisco Don Ollie Matson. The ever-growing 

media attention to SLI, the BU CSTE, and these Legacy Donors has been a driving force in raising 

public awareness of the danger of concussions from obscurity to its rightful place in public 

discourse.  

 

The California Concussion Coalition was launched based on the success of SLI’s Chicago 

Concussion Coalition (CCC), which was launched in August 2011. Now a network of over 50 

national and local athletic, health and social service organizations, the coalition provided over 40 

educational seminars around Chicago, highlighted by training over 3,000 coaches and athletic 

directors in Chicago Public Schools last year.  

 

“For too long concussions were a silent epidemic, and it’s rewarding to know that sports programs 

finally recognize the value of educating coaches, parents, and athletes,” said SLI’s Chris Nowinski. 

For more information about Sports Legacy Institute and the California Concussion Coalition please 

visit www.sportslegacy.org or www.concussioncoalition.org.  
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